Journal of East Asian Libraries
Volume 1982

Number 69

Article 15

10-1-1982

Special Reports
Ryoko Toyama
Mariko Shimomura
Paul J. Ho

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jeal

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Toyama, Ryoko; Shimomura, Mariko; and Ho, Paul J. (1982) "Special Reports," Journal of East Asian
Libraries: Vol. 1982 : No. 69 , Article 15.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jeal/vol1982/iss69/15

This Report is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Journal of East Asian Libraries by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more
information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

SPECIAL REPORTS

ROMANIZED CATALOGING IN THE RLIN DATABASE

During the 1981/82 fiscal year, one RLG 90 terminal was installed in the
East Asian libraries of both Columbia and Princeton, C. V. Starr and Gest
Library, respectively. Both libraries decided to catalog romanized CJK
records into RLIN beginning September 1982 for the purposes of: 1) Staff
training In the RLIN system; 2) creating a substantial number of records in
the database prior to the switch-over to on-line cataloging through RLG/CJK
terminals in late 1983; and 3) expediting the cataloging function of each
library in a shared environment.
In order to create intelligent records and maintain consistency among them,
Columbia and Princeton began cooperation in terms of exchanging training manuals
and information through formal and informal meetings. At one of the formal
meetings, representatives from both libraries met on August 4 at Columbia to
discuss the issues related to the tagging of CJK romanized records.
Agreement was reached to enter records in AACR2 form as practiced by the Library
of Congress; and decisions were made concerning the field in which to enter the
romanized title, the form of romanized place of publication, the handling of
dates given in reign title and year, and the roionization or translation of
terms of authorship and edition.
Until the installation of CJK terminals, Columbia will Input all of its Japanese
and Korean cataloging once all staff members are trained; Chinese rush cataloging
only will be Input until January 1983, after which Chinese records also will be
input fully. Columbia will have RLIN print cards in romanizatlon only and will
manually write characters on the public catalog main entry cards. Princeton
has decided to input Chinese, Japanese, and Korean cataloging primarily for
items with LC copy until all catalogers are fully versed In the system; subse
quently, all records will be input. Gest will not have cards produced by RLIN,
but will continue its manual card production in the same form as before.
It is anticipated that by the time the RLG/CJK character terminals are installed
Columbia and Princeton will have completely mastered the entry of romanized .
records and will be able to concentrate their efforts on the implementation of
CJK enhancements and inputting.
(Ryoko Toyama and Mariko Shimomura)

THOMAS C. KUO'S TRIP TO EAST ASIA

Dr. Thomas C. Kuo, Curator of the East Asian Library of the University of
Pittsburgh, recently returned from a book purchasing and lecturing^trip to East
Asia, covering the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Japan.
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The trip was made possible through funds allocated by the National Resource
Center for East Asian Studies and the Asian Studies Program of the University
of Pittsburgh's Center for International Studies.
The main purpose of Or. Kuo's trip was to acquire scholarly publications
requested by faculty members to support the East Asian Studies program. Some
publications had to be acquired from publishers and dealers in China who normally
are not engaged In foreign trade, while others could only be obtained In photo
static copies or microform by special arrangement with a few educational insti
tutions. The secondary purpose was to deliver lectures in compliance with the
requests of Nanjing University, Sichuan University, etc.
Dr. Kuo traveled through a number of cities in China, including Beijing, Taiyuan,
Xlan, Chengdu, Nanjing, Suzhou, and Shanghai, where he acquired most of the
needed materials. One example was special items requested by two professors
which were not commercially available. Eventually they were found in-Nanjing
University Library, and were presented to Dr. Kuo by the Deputy Director of the
Library.
At every university where he spolce, Dr. Kuo was warmly received because his books,
such as Ch'en Tu-hsiu (1679-1942) and the Chinese Communist Movement, East Asian
Resources in American Libraries, and The Achievements and General Trend of Ur S.
Libraries (in Chinese with English summary), have been widely circulated in many
university libraries. The topics of his speeches were mainly on librarianship
in the United States, historical studies in the West in the last 30 years, and
the studies of modern Chinese history outside China. His aim was to help the
audience understand American libraries and their general trend in automation, to
discuss modern historical method and historiography in Western society, and to
inform them of what had been published on m o d e m Chinese history in America and
Western European countries. At Sichuan University, he gave two lectures and
conducted one seminar.
Dr. Kuc stayed in Nanjing for about a week. Besides purchasing books, he delivered
a series of lectures. The chief topics were U. S. modern librarianship and a
modern library system. The audience consisted not only of the librarians from
the University of Nanjing but also all the library administrators from Jiangsu
province. Afterwards a reception was held in his honor.
Perhaps the most unexpected event of his China trip was the request of the history
department of the University of Nanjing to talk about Ch'en Tu-hsiu, founder of
the Chinese Communist Party. Dr. Kuo was surprised because such a subject had
been omitted from discussion by intellectuals in the PRC for more than thirty
years. His two-hour factual presentation was received with a standing ovation.
In Hong Kong, Dr. Kuo visited several book dealers and succeeded in obtaining
some books for the East Asian Library. He spent the next three days in Taiwan,
where he found a new agent to handle the East Asian Library's subscriptions.
Tokyo was his last stop before returning to the United States. With the assis
tance of Professor Satoru Takeuchi of the National University of Library and
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Information Science and a few Japanese librarians who were former student
assistants at Pitt's East Asian Library, he was able to acquire almost all
the materials requested by the faculty members.
While in Japan, Dr. Kuo talked about the general trend of U. S. libraries
and modern Chinese history at the National University of Library and Infor
mation Science with Professor Takeuchi as his interpreter. He found this
experience very rewarding because it created a rapport among American, Chinese,
and Japanese library professionals and library science faculty members.
(Paul J. Ho)
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